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Hotwalk Owner’s Manual
1st Edition, 2009

The Hotwalk meets EN 71 Standard.

IMPORTANT:
This manual contains important safety, performance and service information. 

Read it before your child takes the first ride on the new Hotwalk, and keep it for 
reference.

If you have any questions or do not understand something, take responsibility for 
your child’s safety and consult with your dealer or the Hotwalk’s manufacturer.

NOTE:
This manual is not intended as a comprehensive use, service, repair or maintenance 
manual. Please see your dealer for all service, repairs or maintenance. Your dealer 
may also be able to refer you to classes, clinics or books on bicycle use, service, 

repair or maintenance.

	 Thank you for buying a Specialized! We’re proud to be your brand of choice.
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GENERAL WARNING:
	 Like any sport, bicycling involves risk of injury and damage. By choosing to 
allow your child to ride a Hotwalk, you assume the responsibility for that risk, so 
you need to know — and to practice — the rules of safe and responsible riding 
and of proper use and maintenance. Proper use and maintenance of your child’s 
Hotwalk reduces risk of injury. 

	 This Manual contains many “Warnings” concerning the consequences of 
failure to maintain or inspect your child’s Hotwalk and of failure to follow safe 
cycling practices.

	 The combination of the safety alert symbol and the word WARNING indicates 
a potentially hazardous situation which, if not avoided, could result in serious 
injury or death.

	 Many of the Warnings say “you may lose control and fall”. Because any fall 
can result in serious injury or even death, we do not always repeat the warning of 
possible injury or death.

	 Because it is impossible to anticipate every situation or condition which can 
occur while riding, this Manual makes no representation about the safe use 
of the Hotwalk under all conditions. There are risks associated with the use 
of the Hotwalk which cannot be predicted or avoided, and which are the sole 
responsibility of the parent.

A special note for parents:
	 As a parent or guardian, you are responsible for the activities and safety of 
your minor child, and that includes making sure that the Hotwalk is properly fitted 
to the child; that it is in good repair and safe operating condition; that you and 
your child have learned and understand the safe operation of the Hotwalk; and 
that you have learned, understand and obey not only the applicable local motor 
vehicle, bicycle and traffic laws, but also the common sense rules of safe and 
responsible bicycling. As a parent, you should read this manual.

		 WARNING: Make sure that your child always wears an approved bicycle 
helmet when riding; but also make sure that your child understands 
that a bicycle helmet is for bicycling only, and must be removed when 

not riding. A helmet must not be worn while playing, in play areas, on 
playground equipment, while climbing trees, or at any time while not riding a 
bicycle. Failure to follow this warning could result in serious injury or death.

The Hotwalk is designed to be ridden by children under parental supervision at all 
times. Do not allow your child to ride in streets on the Hotwalk. Do not allow your child 
to cross streets on the Hotwalk. The Hotwalk is only intended for sidewalk use. Avoid 
areas involving automobiles and obstacles/hazards including hills, curbs, stairs, sewer 
grates, drop-offs or pools.

The Hotwalk is intended for children older than 2 and weighing less 
than 40 pounds.



3

1.		First
NOTE: We strongly urge you to read this Manual in its entirety before your child’s 
first ride.

A.		 Safety first
	 1.	Your child should always wear an approved helmet when riding a Hotwalk. 
Follow the helmet manufacturer’s instructions for fit, use and care.
	 2.	Do you know how to correctly secure the front and rear wheels? Check Section 
4.A to make sure. Riding with an improperly secured wheel can cause the wheel to 
wobble or disengage from the Hotwalk, and cause serious injury or death.

B.		 Mechanical Safety Check
	 Routinely check the condition of the Hotwalk before every ride.
	 � 	 Nuts, bolts screws & other fasteners: Because manufacturers use a wide 
variety of fastener sizes and shapes made in a variety of materials, the correct 
tightening force or torque cannot be generalized. A professional bicycle mechanic 
with a torque wrench should torque the fasteners on the Hotwalk. If you choose 
to work on the Hotwalk, you must use a torque wrench and the correct tightening 
torque specifications. If you need to make an adjustment at home or in the field, 
we urge you to exercise care, and to have the fasteners you worked on checked 
by your dealer as soon as possible.

		 WARNING: Correct tightening force on fasteners –nuts, bolts, 
screws– on the Hotwalk is important. Too little force, and the fastener 
may not hold securely. Too much force, and the fastener can strip 

threads, stretch, deform or break. Either way, incorrect tightening force can 
result in component failure, which can cause you to loose control and fall.
	 Always use a correctly calibrated torque wrench to tighten critical fasteners 
on the Hotwalk. Carefully follow the torque wrench manufacturer’s instructions 
on the correct way to set and use the torque wrench for accurate results.

	 �	 Make sure nothing is loose. Lift the Hotwalk off the ground by two or three 
inches, then let it bounce on the ground. Anything sound, feel or look loose? Do a 
visual and tactile inspection of the whole Hotwalk. Any loose parts or accessories? 
If so, secure them. If you’re not sure, ask someone with experience to check.
	 �	 Tires & Wheels: Make sure tires are correctly inflated (see Section 
4.B). Check by putting one hand on the saddle, one on the intersection of the 
handlebars and stem, then bouncing your child’s approximate weight on the 
Hotwalk while looking at tire deflection.
	 �	 Tires in good shape? Spin each wheel slowly and look for cuts in the tread 
and sidewall. Replace damaged tires before riding the Hotwalk.
	 �	 Handlebar and saddle alignment: Make sure the saddle and handlebar 
stem are parallel to the Hotwalk center line and clamped tight enough so that you 
can’t twist them out of alignment. See Section 3.
	 �	 Handlebar ends: Make sure the handlebar grips are secure and in good 
condition. If not, have your dealer replace them. Make sure the handlebar ends 
are plugged. If not, have your dealer plug them before you ride.
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		 WARNING: Loose or damaged handlebar grips can cause your child 
to lose control and fall. Unplugged handlebars can cut your child and 
cause serious injury in an otherwise minor accident.

2.		Safety
A.		 Braking
	 The Hotwalk has no brakes other than your child’s feet. The Hotwalk is 
capable of high speeds, so your child should not ride on hills.

B.		 The Basics

		 1.	 Your child should always wear a cycling helmet which meets 
the latest certification standards and is appropriate for your child. 
Always follow the helmet manufacturer’s instructions for fit, use 
and care of the helmet. Most serious bicycle injuries involve head 
injuries which might have been avoided if the rider had worn an 
appropriate helmet.

		 WARNING: Failure to wear a helmet when riding may result in serious 
injury or death.

	 2.	Always wear:
		 •	 Long sleeve shirts.
		 •	 Long pants.
		 •	 Closed toe shoes that will stay on your child’s feet Make sure that shoe laces 
cannot get into moving parts
		 •	 Never ride barefoot or in sandals.
		 •	 Bright, visible clothing that is not so loose that it can be tangled in the 
Hotwalk or snagged by objects at the side of the road or trail.
	 3. Ride at a speed appropriate for conditions. Higher speed means higher risk.

C.		 Night Riding
	 Your child should never ride the Hotwalk at dawn, at dusk or at night. The 
Hotwalk should only be ridden during the day.

3.		Fit
NOTE: Correct fit is an essential element of bicycling safety, performance 
and comfort. Making the adjustments to the Hotwalk which result in correct 
fit for your child requires experience, skill and special tools. Always have 
your dealer make the adjustments on the Hotwalk; or, if you have the 
experience, skill and tools, have your dealer check your work before riding.



5

		 WARNING: If the Hotwalk does not fit properly, your child could lose 
control and fall. If the new Hotwalk doesn’t fit, ask your dealer to 
exchange it before your child rides it.

A.		 Saddle position
	 Correct saddle adjustment is an important factor. 
If the saddle position is not comfortable for your 
child, see your dealer.

	�	 loosen the seat post clamp
	�	 raise or lower the seat post in the seat tube
	�	 make sure the saddle is straight fore and aft
	�	 re-tighten the seat post clamp to the 

recommended torque (55 in-lbf [6.2 N*m])
	 Once the saddle is at the correct height, make 
sure that the seat post does not project from the 
frame beyond its “Minimum Insertion” or “Maximum 
Extension” mark (fig. 2).

		 WARNING: If the seat post is not inserted in the seat tube as 
described in section A above, the seat post or seat tube may break, 
which could cause your child to lose control and fall.

	 The Hotwalk seat post has a limited adjustability range. Pay particular 
attention to the “Minimum Insertion” or “Maximum Extension” mark.

		 •	 Recommended torque for the seat collar is 55 in-lbf (6.2 N*m)

B.		 Handlebar height and angle
	 The Hotwalk is equipped with a “quill” stem, 
which clamps inside the steerer tube by way of an 
expanding binder bolt (fig. 3).
	 A quill stem has an etched or stamped mark on 
its shaft which designates the stem’s  “Minimum 
Insertion” or “Maximum Extension”.

		 WARNING: A quill stem’s Minimum 
Insertion Mark must not be visible above the top of the headset. If the 
stem is extended beyond the Minimum Insertion Mark the stem may 

break or damage the fork’s steerer tube, which could cause your child to 
lose control and fall.
	 The Hotwalk quill stem has a limited adjustability range. Pay particular 
attention to the “Minimum Insertion” or “Maximum Extension” mark.

		 WARNING: An insufficiently tightened quill stem bolt or handlebar 
clamp bolt may compromise steering action, which could cause your 
child to lose control and fall. Place the front wheel of the Hotwalk 

between your legs and attempt to twist the handlebar/stem assembly.  If you 
can twist the stem in relation to the front wheel, turn the handlebars in 
relation to the stem, or turn the bar end extensions in relation to the 
handlebar, the bolts are insufficiently tightened.
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		 •	 Recommended torque for the quill stem  bolt is 160 in-lbf (18.1 N*m).

		 •	 Recommended torque for the handlebar clamp bolts is 80 in-lbf (9.0 N*m).

4.		Tech
	 It’s important to your child’s safety, performance and enjoyment for you to 
understand how things work on the Hotwalk. We urge you to ask your dealer how 
to do the things described in this section before you attempt them yourself, and 
that you have your dealer check your work before the Hotwalk is ridden. If you 
have even the slightest doubt as to whether you understand something in this 
section of the Manual, talk to your dealer.

A.		 Wheels
	 Hotwalk wheels are designed to be removable for easier transportation and for 
repair of a tire puncture. In most cases, the wheel axles are inserted into slots, 
called “dropouts” in the fork and frame.
	 Wheels are secured using Hex nuts which are threaded on to the hub axle 
(bolt-on wheel, fig. 4)

		 WARNING: Riding with an improperly secured wheel can allow the 
wheel to wobble or fall off the Hotwalk, which can cause serious 
injury or death. Therefore, it is essential that you:

	 1. Ask your dealer to help you make sure you know how to install and 
remove your wheels safely.
	 2. Understand how to correctly tighten the bolts that secure the wheels in 
place.
	 3. Before your child rides the Hotwalk, check that the wheel is securely 
clamped.
	 The clamping action of a correctly secured wheel must emboss the 
surfaces of the dropouts.

Recommended torque for the wheel axle nuts is 200 in-lbf (22.6 N*m).

1.	Wheel Secondary Retention Devices
	 The Hotwalk utilizes a secondary wheel retention device to reduce the risk of 
the wheel disengaging from the fork or frame if the wheel is incorrectly secured. 
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Secondary retention devices are not a substitute for correctly securing the wheels.
	 Ask your dealer to explain the secondary retention device on the Hotwalk.

		 WARNING: Do not remove or disable the secondary retention device. 
As its name implies, it serves as a back-up for a critical adjustment. If 
the wheel is not secured correctly, the secondary retention device 

can reduce the risk of the wheel disengaging from the fork. Removing or 
disabling the secondary retention device may also void the warranty.
	 Secondary retention devices are not a substitute for correctly securing 
your wheel. Failure to properly secure the wheel can cause the wheel to 
wobble or disengage, which could cause your child to lose control and fall, 
resulting in serious injury or death.

2.	Removing and Installing wheels

Removing:
	 (1) Loosen the nuts.
	 (2) Disengage the secondary retention device.
	 (3) You may need to tap the top of the wheel with the palm of your hand to 
release the wheel from the front fork.

Installing:
	 (1) With the steering fork facing forward, insert the wheel between the fork 
blades so that the axle seats firmly at the top of the fork dropouts. Engage the 
secondary retention device .
	 (2) Push the wheel firmly to the top of the slots in the fork dropouts, and at 
the same time center the wheel rim in the fork. Tighten the fasteners to 200 in-lbf 
(22.6 N*m).
	 (3) Repeat the process for the rear wheel.
	 (4) Spin the wheels to make sure that they’re centered in the frame.

B.		 Tires and Tubes

1.	 Tires
	 The size and pressure rating, 
are marked on the sidewall of the 
tire (see fig. 5). The part of this 
information which is most important 
to you is Tire Pressure.

		 WARNING: Never inflate a 
tire beyond the maximum 
pressure marked on the 

tire’s sidewall. Exceeding the 
recommended maximum 
pressure may blow the tire off 
the rim, which could cause 
damage to the Hotwalk and 
injury to the rider and 
bystanders.



8

	 The best and safest way to inflate a bicycle tire to the correct pressure is with 
a bicycle pump which has a built-in pressure gauge.

		 WARNING: There is a safety risk in using gas station air hoses or 
other air compressors. They are not made for bicycle tires. They 
move a large volume of air very rapidly, and will raise the pressure in 

your tire very rapidly, which could cause the tube to explode.

2.	 Tire Valves
		 Hotwalks are equipped with the Schraeder valve (fig. 6) which is like 
the valve on a car tire. To inflate a Schraeder valve tube, remove the 
valve cap and clamp the pump fitting onto the end of the valve stem. To 
let air out of a Schraeder valve, depress the pin in the end of the valve 
stem with the end of a key or other appropriate object.
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INTERNATIONAL SUBSIDIARIES
SPECIALIZED BICYCLE COMPONENTS
15130 Concord Circle
Morgan Hill, CA
95037
U.S.A.
Tel: +408 779-6229

SPECIALIZED UK, LTD.
29 Barwell Business Park
Leatherhead Road, Chessington 
Surrey
KT92NY
Tel: +44 020 8391 3500

SPECIALIZED CANADA INC.
20975 Daoust
Ste. Anned-de-Bellevue, Quebec
CANADA
H9X 0A3
Tel: +514 457-1222

SPECIALIZED ITALY
via Valcava, 3
20155 Milano
Italy
Tel: +390 2-481-4495

SPECIALIZED CENTRAL 
EUROPE
Zeddamseweg 84B
7041 Ct ’s-Heerenberg
The Netherlands
Tel: +31 (0) 314676600

SPECIALIZED EASTERN EUROPE
(Czech Repub./Poland/Slovakia)
Skladovy Areal Cestlice
Cestlice E 272
251 70 Dobrejovice
Czech Republic
Tel: +420-2-44 40 27 94

SPECIALIZED PORTUGAL
TN Tao Natural
Zona Industrial, Lt 12
8700-281 Olhao
Portugal
Tel: +351 289710880
http://www.specialized.pt

SPECIALIZED SPAIN
Avenida de la Industria, 45
28760  Tres Cantos, Madrid
Spain
Tel: +34 91 6637 125

SPECIALIZED MEXICO
Luis Adolfo no. 101-B, Col Lindavista
C.P. 20270 , Aguacalientes, Ags.
México
Tel:  +52 449-917-4477

SPECIALIZED JAPAN
Tsunashima No.3 Bldg. 4F
2-4-9 Yayoi-cho, Nakano-ku
Tokyo  164-0013  Japan
Tel:  +81 3-5333-6058

SPECIALIZED SHANGHAI
1188 Biyun Rd.
Pudong New Area
Shanghai, China 201206
Tel: +86 21 3382 1660

SPECIALIZED TAIWAN
1F, No. 302, Rui Guang Road
Neihu District, Taipei
Taiwan

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS
ARGENTINA
10X S.R.L.
Uruguay 1025 3rd Floor, (C1016ACA)
Buenos Aires, AR
Tel: +54 11 4815-5952
http://www.10-x.com.ar
info@10-x.com.ar

ARUBA
Radio Shack Aruba
Nieustraat 16
Aruba, AW
Tel: +297 824269

AUSTRALIA
Sheppard Industries Ltd
26 Allright Place
Mt. Wellington, Auckland 6,
New Zealand
Tel: +64 9 9155770

BELARUS
Discovery Sport
Kirova Street 23-7
Minsk, 220030, BY

BERMUDA
Bicycle Works
13 Tumkins Lane
Hamilton, 13 BM
Tel: +441 297-8356
http://www.bicycleworks.bm
ride@bicycleworks.bm

BRAZIL
Proparts Com. e Imp. de Bicicletas 
LTDA
R. Baluarte, 672 - Vila Olimpia
CEP: 04549-012
São Paulo - SP, Brazil
Tel: +55 11-3040-4830

CHILE
Sportxperts S.A.
Las Condes 12340, Local 5
Centro Comercial Camino de Asís
Santiago, Ch
Tel: +56 02 719-5959
http://www.sportxperts.cl
info@sportxperts.cl

COLOMBIA
Todoterreno S.A.
Calle 64 # 10-151
Manizales, Colombia
South America
Tel: +57 6 881 1301
todoterreno@todoterreno.com.co

COSTA RICA
CCM Soluciones en Servicios S.A.
Ave 13 Calle 3# Barrio Amon
San José - Costa Rica
Tel: +506 2256-3958

CURACAO, NETERLAND ANTILLES
Interbike N.V.
Dr Hugenholtzweg 53A
Wollemstad
Curaçao NA
barry@dasiacuracao.com

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC
Aro & Pedal C. por A.
27 de febrero #112, Don Bosco
Santo Domingo
Republica Dominicana
Tel: +809 686-5861

ECUADOR
Cikla
Av. 6 De Diciembre N33-02 Y 
Bossano
Quito, Ec
593-2-2244835
http://www.cikla.net/
info@cikla.net
Tel: +593 2-2224409

GREECE
G.Kassimatis Ltd.
8, Ippodamias Sq.,
185.31-Piraeus-Greece
Tel: +30 210-4113654, 4122596
http://www.kassimatiscycling.gr
info@kassimatiscycling.gr

GUATEMALA
Bike Center
20 Calle 24-67 Zona 10
Ciudad de Guatemala
Guatemala
Tel: +502 2 367-3727

HONG KONG
Chung Yung Cycle Co.
132 San Fung Avenue G/F
Sheung Shui N.T.
Hong Kong, HK
Tel: +852 2670- 3639
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HUNGARY
Velotrade, Ltd.
H- 1211 Budapest
Központi út 28-32. 
Hungary
Tel: +36 1-455-8018

INDONESIA
Pt Terang Dunia Internusa
Anggrek Neli Murni No: 114
Slipi
Jakarta, 11480 IN
Tel: +62 21-5356333

ISRAEL
Matzman-Merutz
3 Hatrufa St.
Netanya, 42504
Israel
Tel: +972 9-885-0505
http://www.matzman-merutz.co.il

KENYA
Pro Bikes LTD
PO Box 76462 code 00508
2nd Floor Yaya Centre
Nairobi, Kenya
Tel: +254 20 3876445
sennik@wananchi.com

KOREA
Cephas Corporation
507 Mega Center 190-1
Sangdaewon-Dong
Jungwon-Gu Seongnam-Si
Gyeonggi-Do, 461-120 KR
Tel: +82 31-776-0360~1
ykkim@cephassp.co.kr

LATVIA
Sia Zviedri
Dzelzavas iela 47
Riga, Latvija
Tel: +371 9207164

NEW ZEALAND
Sheppard Industries Ltd
26 Allright Place
Mt. Wellington, Auckland 6,
New Zealand
Tel: +64 9 9155770

PERU
IAMI SAC
Av. Comandante Espinar 875
Miraflores,
Lima 18 Peru
neto@specializedperu.com

PHILIPPINES
Dan’s Bike Shop
#73 Lacson St.
Valderama Bldg.
Bacolod City, 6100 PH
Tel: +63 34 4342403
sales@dansbike.com.ph

PUERTO RICO
Bike Stop
Andalucia Ave. 513
PTO. Nuevo
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00920
Tel: +78 7 782 2282

ROMANIA
Extreme Riders Distribution
Bibescu Voda NR.1, Sector 4
Bucharest, 040151
Romania

RUSSIA
Velocentr
24 Nakhimovsky Pr.
Moscow, 117218
Russia
Tel: +7 095 123 04 60

SINGAPORE
Sin Thong Chuan Trading
No. 85 Kaki Bukit Ave 1
Shun Li Industrial Building
Singapore, 417955 SG
Tel: +65 68415151
cappa@pacific.net.sg

SLOVENIA
Cigale d.o.o.
Mestni trg 7
Zalec, 3310 SI
Tel: +386 3 710 36 86

SOUTH AFRICA
Le Peloton c.c.
9th Floor Access City, 5
Beacon Road
New Doornfontein
Johannesburg, ZA
+27 11-627-5080
rob@lepeloton.co.za

TAHITI (FRENCH POLYNESIA)
Pacific Cycles
47, Rue Marechal Foch
B.P. 1535 Papeete
Tahiti, French Polynesia
Tel: +689 450 451

THAILAND
SPORT BICYCLE CO., LTD.
968 U Chu Liang Building
Floor 8 Room A1
Rama IV Road, Silom Bangrak
Bangkok 10500
THAILAND
Tel: +66 2 687-5159

TURKEY
Aktif Pedal Bisiklet San. Ltd. Sti.
Aytar Caddesi No. 7
Levent Besiktas
Istanbul, 34330 TU
Tel: +90 212 282 73 40
emrey@aktifpedal.com

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
360 Lifestyle
P.O. BOX 71813
Dubai, AE
+971 43332175
info@360-lifestyle.com

UKRAINE
Extrem Sport
53 Glubochitskaya St
04050,Kiev,Ukraine
Tel: +380 444172491

VENEZUELA
Ultrabikex, C.A
C.C Alto Prado Local #15
Av Los Proceres
Merida, Venezuela
Teléfax: +58 274 24413161
camilo@ultrabikex.com




